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Forward-Looking Statement 

Statements regarding our product development initiatives, including new products and future 

product upgrades, updates or enhancements represent our current intentions, but may be 

modified, delayed or abandoned without prior notice and there is no assurance that such offering, 

upgrades, updates or functionality will become available unless and until they have been made 

generally available to our customers. 



 The Vision 



  

      
     

Accessibility and Universal Design 

Supporting diverse 21st century learners by unlocking 
the power of flexibility and choice 
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Previous Releases - Highlights 

2023 
Ally for LMS 
• Learn Ultra Alternative Formats Progress Tracking 
• Course configuration messaging improvements 
• LibreOffice updates 
• Password-protected accessibility check for MS Office and LibreOffice documents 
• Translated version now supports up to 60,000 characters 
• Audio alternative format now supports up to 200,000 characters 
• New guidance flows: 

• Password-protected files 
• What and Why for videos with no captions 
• HTML files containing links with missing text 
• HTML files containing text with insufficient contrast 

• Chinese traditional language (zh-TW) now supported in Ally User Interface 



 

   
    
  

Moodle  4.1  Support 
Ally  for  LMS 

• Self-hosted environments are
supported.

• OpenLMS environments are subject
to maintenance windows scheduled
for summer 2023.

Released 

 Available Now 



       
       

      
 

         
       

Ultra  Accessibility  Checker  Powered  By 
Ally
Ally  for  LMS 

• Exclusively available for Ultra: All Learn Ultra 
Instructors will have Ally as the default accessibility 
checker for supported WYSIWYG content within
Ultra Docs. 

• Allows Instructors to take advantage of part of the 
power of Ally to help address accessibility issues in 
their content. 

Released 

Available  Now 



What’s Next? 



  

 

  
  

 
 

How do we build the roadmap? 

Ally  Product  Vision 

User F eedback 

• Idea Exchange 
• Design Focus Groups •
• Ally User Group •
• Anthology User Group •
• Support Tickets •
• Product Usage 
• (NEW) Surveys 

Market  Research 

 Industry Trends 
 Best  Practices 
 Universal  Design  for  Learning 
 Data Intelligence 
 Associations  &  Conferences 

Regulatory  &  Legal 

• Data Privacy & Protection 
• Security 
• Accessibility 

Business  Alignment 

• • Alignment  with  
Anthology’s  vision 
• Cost, risk, &  difficulty 
• Client  Impact 



   How do we think about the roadmap? 

NOW 

1-3 Months 

In  Development 
(Building  &  testing) 

High confidence on timeline 

Minimal  changes  expected 

NEXT 

3 - 6 Months 

Planning  &  defining 

Estimated timeline 

Changes  are  possible 

LATER 

+6  Months 

Prioritizing 

No  confirmed  timeline 

Changes  will  happen 



2023 Development Themes 

Instructors 

Empower 
instructors 

Learners 

Help  learners  
succeed 

Boost  content  
engagement  
and  choice 

Administrators 

Enable  
Administrators 

Data-Driven 
Decisions 



 Empower Instructors 



     
  

 
   

     

    
  
   

  

  

Expanding Video Caption 
Checks 
Ally for LMS 

• Expand to more video providers (depending
on API availability): 
• Vimeo: Currently in development 
• Kaltura: Currently in research 

• Support embedded video content uploaded
directly in LMS (not links) where available 
• Canvas: Currently in development

(waiting on Canvas endpoint) 
• HTML5: Currently in development 

1-3 MONTHS 

IN  DEVELOPMENT 



     
   

 

    
     

     
    

    

   
  

D2L WYSIWYG Content 
Guidance 
Ally for LMS 

• Align Ally WYSIWYG guidance with
the current D2L Brightspace 
content structure 

• Treat any Brightspace HTML 
content (uploaded or created) as
WYSIWYG content with the Ally 
feedback indicator and Guidance 
Flows available to the instructor 

1-3 MONTHS 

IN  DEVELOPMENT 



    
     

     
     

      
      

  

    
  

Suggest Alternative Text For
Images 
Ally for LMS 

• Provide suggestions for potential
alternative text options for images 
to help instructors address this
issue in Ally’s Instructor Feedback
flow 

• The instructor would still have full 
control to change or approve the
suggested alternative text 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



     

     
 

    
      

 

 
  

Broken Link Checking 
Ally for LMS 

• Apply Ally’s accessibility check to
determine which links within 
WYSIWYG content or HTML files 
are broken 

• Provide feedback and guidance
when the content linked is moved 
or removed 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



     
    

 

     
     

      
   

      
HTML Content Preview 
Ally for LMS and Ally for Websites 

• Provide a preview within the
feedback panel for specific 
accessibility issues 

• Allows for better and easier 
identification of issues in the HTML 
content without having to pull up 
the HTML file separately 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



       

 
   

  
  

D2L Content Experiences
Ally for LMS 

• Working with D2L to enable Ally in
new content experience areas 

• Dependent on D2L roadmap for
content experience area 
compatibility 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



     
    

  

    
        

 
     

   

  
HTML Code Preview 
Ally for Websites 

• Provide a “code view” preview
within the feedback panel for 
specific accessibility issues 

• Allows admins, in Ally for Websites, 
to see where in the code they may
need to focus on to solve an issue 
rather than just the WYSIWYG view 

* Potential application in LMS 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



      
   

    
    

  

  

  
 

  

Course Accessibility
Report improvements
Ally for LMS 

• Easier to use breakdown of files 
vs. WYSIWYG content issues 

• More streamlined information and 
grouping to make it easier to find 
specific areas of focus 

• Potential exporting options 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



  
   

Help Learners Succeed 
Boosting Engagement and Choice 



   
  

  
       

        
      

  

Improved WYSIWYG Alternative 
Formats in Learn Ultra 
Ally for LMS 

• Improve how Ally handles resources 
embedded as links in WYSIWYG and HTML 
content 

• Allow for better support of this type of content 
coming from the Content Collection when
generating Alternative Formats 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



    
 

  

        
    

         
        
    

Original File as an 
Alternative Format 
Ally for LMS 

• Add the ability to download the original file
within the Alternative Formats modal window 

• Provide an easy way for students to recall the
original file if they need it for reference when 
working with Ally’s Alternative Formats 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



  
 

    
 

    
   

  

 
 

  

Handwriting
Recognition Support
Ally for LMS 

• Identify handwritten files through
Optical Character Recognition 

• Provide better conversion for 
handwritten files when generating 
Alternative Formats and improve
the overall student experience for 
this type of content 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



    

    

   

   
  

Transcript for Video 
Content 
Ally for LMS 

• Generate Transcript for YouTube
videos 

• Get transcript for captioned
videos 

• Generate transcript without 
captions 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



    
 

 
       
  

    
   

   
 

  

Alternative Formats for 
Video Content 
Ally for LMS 

• Transform video content into 
other formats 

• Leveraging Ally Alternative
Formats as a more inclusive way to
consume the content 

• Potential for new Alternative 
Format using video transcript 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



       
     

     
   

    
   

   
 

     
  

 
  

Expanded STEM
Support
Ally for LMS 

• Start to support a wider range of
content that often poses challenges 
for users looking for alternative 
ways to engage 

• Better detection and handling of 
STEM content within documents 
• Starting research with MS 

Office 

• Provide better conversion of math 
equations to MathML 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



  
    

  

   
  

Transforming the File 
Transformer 
Ally for LMS 

• Incorporate the ability for students 
to generate alternative formats 
outside of the class 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



 
 

       

   
    

  
       

Enhanced HTML 
Alternative Format 
Ally for LMS, for Websites and WCM 

• Enhance Ally’s existing HTML
Alternative Format with additional 
features, including potential
contrast and font size or font type
options 

6+  MONTHS 

PRIORITIZING 



 
 

Enable Administrators 
Data-Driven Decisions 



     
   

    

   

    
     

 

 

  

Course-level Translated Format 
Configuration 
Ally for LMS 

• Allow for configuration of the
Translated Version Alternative 
Format at the course level 

• Enables institutions to choose to 
disable the Translated version 
where needed (i.e., in language
courses) while still providing the 
benefit to students in other course 
material. 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



     
   

    

 
  

Institutional Report
Improvements
Ally for LMS 

• More usable and dynamic options
embedded within the institutional 
report to enable faster navigation, 
etc. 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



  
    

   
   

     
      

    

 
  

Institutional Report
Filtering
Ally for LMS 

• Consider simple filtering options* 
to allow for additional 
engagement within the Overview, 
Courses and Directory
(departmental) reports 

*Depends on what is currently available 
from the LMS but may include things like
file type to start with 

3-6 MONTHS 

PLANNING  &  DEFINING 



Domain Configuration
Ally for Websites

• Ability to add and remove domains 
from the Ally for Web scan 
configuration without requiring 
additional help from support teams

PLANNING & DEFINING

3-6 MONTHS



Additional Ally for Web 
Improvements

• URL Filtering and sorting

• Domain scoring

PRIORITIZING

6+ MONTHS



Additional Ally for LMS 
Improvements

• CSV Exporting options: Provide greater 
control over what gets included in the CSV 

• Extend Ally accessibility checks

• Generate video captioning

• Transform the File Transformer

PRIORITIZING

6+ MONTHS



Facilitate Integration with 
Reporting Tools
Ally for LMS

• Current API only supports downloading 
data files (CSV)

• New endpoint to get data in formats 
supported by reporting tools (e.g JSON 
files)

• Include sorting and filtering options

• Easy integration with Power BI and 
other reporting tools

IN DEVELOPMENT

1-3 MONTHS



• Expand your analysis of issue level data:
• How many departments have Contrast image issues?
• How many courses have HTML empty headers?

• Tailor your insight into the score:
• ‘All institution’ reports
• Courses with overall score greater than 70%
• Departments with files score less than 70%
• Term to Term Course score comparisons

Institutional Report Exports



Connect with us!



Connect With Us!

Ally Monthly 
Meetings

• Office Hours
• User Group

User Group 
Community

• Ally User Group

o https://usergroup.ally.ac

• Anthology Community
o https://
community.anthology.com

Share Product 
Ideas

• Idea Exchange

o http://
community.anthology.com/
idea-exchange
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